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From Sequimôs inception as a community, the cityôs 

housing stock has been predominantly single-story, 

single family homes. Residents describe Sequim as 

ñsmall-townò and ñfriendly,ò and to some extent 

these qualities derive from the cityôs built form. Ex-

isting low-density neighborhoods are strengthened 

through infill development and upkeep of existing 

properties. New types of housing accommodate the 

needs of young adults, families and seniors alike, and 

new low-density housing reflects the development 

character of the existing neighborhood. 

The Housing Chapter outlines housing variety, af-

fordable housing, senior housing, and housing quali-

ty. As Sequimôs population increases by a projected 

40% or more by 2035 with a broader demographic 

profile of more families and young professionals, 

changes to current housing and subdivision patterns 

are needed.  

Housing to accommodate affordable and low-income 

needs is encouraged through accessory dwelling units 

(ADU), affordable homes in new development pro-

jects, and single-room living quarters. Assisted-

living, group home and other special needs housing is 

needed in every community and is best located where 

residentsô needs are best met.  

Variety in housing options offers choice to citizens 

and attracts a diverse range of home owners and 

renters. Townhomes, cottage housing, ADUs and 

live/work units offer housing choices that are rare or 

non-existent. Infill in existing neighborhoods and 

slightly higher density in new low-density neighbor-

hoods creates new choices in living but also help the 

affordability of utilities and other city services.  

The percentage of senior citizens in Sequim is well 

above the national average for cities. People come 

from all corners of the country to retire here, and 

over the next 20 years the senior population here is 

expected to grow at much higher than national rates. 

Seniors have specific needs in housing and ameni-

ties.  The Lifestyle District (LD) is a neighborhood 

designated for senior living today and for continued 

development of additional senior living facilities, 

conveniences and amenities. The District is intended 

as the area best connected to health and medical ser-

vices, shopping conveniences and transit for seniors 

of all ages and abilities. 

Part of the housing needs spectrum includes the op-

portunity to rejuvenate older neighborhoods through 

incremental redevelopment of properties that have 

outlived their current use, as well as remodeling ex-

isting homes. These opportunities are market-driven 

and reflect the cost of property acquisition and rede-

velopment versus the cost of new lots and new con-

struction. Piecemeal efforts such as buying one low-

value house within an older, central neighborhood 

are unlikely to attract financing or buyers ï instead, a 
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wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ {ŜǉǳƛƳ ŀǎ άǎƳŀƭƭ-

ǘƻǿƴέ ŀƴŘ άŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ  ǉǳŀƭƛǝŜǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ  

ōǳƛƭǘ ŦƻǊƳΦ  

 

¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭ-ǎƛȊŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƭƻǘǎτƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǊŜǝǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ 

The Cityôs 50% senior demographic occupies five 

types of housing spread throughout the community: 

designated planned retirement communities such as 

the Sherwood complex, freestanding retirement 

buildings such as the Vintage, modular / mobile 

home communities, assisted-living facilities of vari-

ous types, and single-family homes. The cityôs exist-

ing capacity to accommodate a wide range of life-

styles and demographic change even as the absorp-

tion of vested single-family lots continues for at least 

two decadesΦ 
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Parts of the Vision guide the cityôs response to meeting the Housing needs of the community: 

¶ Greater diversity in age, household type, ethnicity, income, lifestyle, housing, mobility and economic ac-

tivity will increase community opportunities, variety, and interst; 

¶ Downtown will grow in activity and purpose not only to serve as the heart of the city and surrounding Val-

ley but also to function as the core of a residential neighborhood that is the setting of most multifamily de-

velopment; 

¶ a wide variety of housing types will serve all lifestyles, ranging from single-family homes on large lots to 

cottage housing, townhomes, accessory dwelling units, assisted living and Downtown apartments and con-

dominiums; 

¶ higher density housing will be directed to locations where services, convenience and amenities make it an 

attractive lifestyle choice; and 

¶ Sequim will grow as a community of all ages, from families with children, to your adults, to singles of all 

ages, to empty-nesters, to active seniors, to those needing specialized care, and to those nearing end-of-life. 

VISION  

HOUSING VARIETY  

I Dh![ сΦм Ih¦{LbD Chw ! 5L±9w{9 /haa¦bL¢¸  LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǇπ
ǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ   

th[L/L9{ 

Live/work units are another option including retail, 

office or residential on the first floor and residential 

above.  

[ŀǊƎŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇƻǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪǎΦ 

±ŀǊƛŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ {ŜǉǳƛƳ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ 

I сΦмΦм ±!wL9¢¸ hC Ih¦{LbD ht¢Lhb{ 

Promote a variety of housing types to serve all seg-

ments of the population.  

Discussion: Sequim maintains a healthy detached 

single family housing stock with senior living facili-

ties, assisted living and apartments. As the communi-

ty changes over the next 20 years, a wide variety of 

housing options to accommodate the demographic 

changes and lifestyle preferences are needed. A 

range of price, lot sizes and styles not fully experi-

enced in Sequim but fitting the needs of the commu-

nity includes cottage housing, higher-density, at-

tached housing in targeted districts, small lot devel-

opment, attached housing, accessory dwelling units 

(ADU) and townhomes.  

Varied home styles and price ranges support the 

needs of Sequim residents. The Downtown Plan calls 

for a mix of uses within single buildings ï retail on 

the first floor and residential or office uses above. 
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